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Bill Koehnlein
Collaborative Design

“John Singer Sargent”
Abbeville Press

Tara Wilke
McNabb & Risley

“The Perfectly Imperfect
Home: How to Decorate
and Live Well”
Clarkson Potter Publishers
“‘The Perfectly Imperfect
Home’ was written by Deborah Needleman, the former
editor of Domino, a decorating
magazine that I loved. This is
such a wonderful book, filled
with beautiful illustrations and
funny insights and tips. When
I open it, it’s like I’m visiting
with my best friend, discussing
ideas. I recommend it to other
designers and to my clients. If
you love decorating, you’ll love
this book.”

“This book about American
painter John Singer Sargent by (art
critic) Carter Ratcliff is an inspiration in the use of color. The way this
painter layered and joined different
shades to create shadow and light
in his work was beautiful. Much of
what I do as an interior designer is
inspired by the art that I see.” The
book includes many reproductions
of Sargent’s paintings.

Idea
Books
BY JOANN PETASCHNICK

It’s been said that books are our wisest
counselors and most patient teachers.
We know that books have the power
to change lives and some are even the
source of inspiration that defines a person. We spoke to some local interior and
landscape designers about books that
have had a powerful impact on them.

Dave Guthery
Landcrafters Inc.

“Architecture in the Garden”
Random House
“This book talks about the
elements of garden architecture
— paths, walls, fences, furniture,
lighting — that form the bones of
a garden. The author, James van
Sweden, is a world-renowned landscape architect, and he provides
some examples of the gardens he
has designed along with extensive
illustrations. It’s great for a professional or an amateur, helping to
generate some ideas that can be
applied to any garden or yard.”
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Vance Barnes
David J. Frank
Landscape Contracting

“A Pattern of Language:
Nature of Order”
Center for Environmental
Structure
The subject of this book by
author Christopher Alexander is
“15 fundamental properties of
wholeness,” which might also
be called 15 building blocks of
a space. The properties include
levels of scale, boundaries,
contrast, space and more.
“These properties refer to the
human scale in design, and the
ideas work for landscaping, as
well. The main idea here is how
to use those elements to make
space comfortable for humans
to occupy.” M

